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COE FINCH AUSTIN. 
1831-1880. 

Elizabeth G. Britton. 



In the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club for April, 1880, is a brief 
account by Leo Lesquereux of Coe Finch Austin and as far as we know this 
is the only attempt to make a record of his work, except a short sketch in 
Appleton's Cyclopaedia of American Biography for 1887. But references to 
him will be found in every book relating to North American mosses and his 
contributions to bryology extended over a period of ten years from 1870 to 
1880. 

He was one of the charter members of the Torrey Club and began his 
collections with the flowering plants, many of which are still preserved in the 
state herbarium of New Jersey at Trenton; records of the species will be 
found in the Bulletin of the Torrey Club, in the list of plants growing within 
33 miles of New York City. The first illustration for the Bulletin was made 
by him. As with the most of his mosses and hepatics his specimens were 
found in the vicinity of Closter, on the Palisades and in Orange County, 
New York, though he made occasional trips to the Pine barrens and other 
parts of New Jersey, and two longer journeys, one to the White Mountains 
of New Hamphire and one to Florida in March, 1878, with J. Donnell Smith. 
One of Austin's earliest contributions was an article in the Proceedings 
of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences in 1869, containing 47 species 
of Hepaticae, and at the time of his death he was the only American author- 
ity on this group of plants. In 1870 he issued sets of the Musci Appala- 
chian!, containing 450 numbers, and published a list of the specimens with 
numbers and localitions, of which 27 species and 50 varieties were new and 
included many forms of Amblystegium and Drepanocladus. Notable among 
the new additions are Leskea and Micromitrium Austini, Hypnum ber- 
genense, H. Closteri and H. Novae Caesareae all from his own region, near 
his home! He set an example worthy of more followers in keen and pains- 
taking local work. In 1873 appeared his Hepaticae Boreali-Americanae 
which contained 150 specimens, 30 of which were varieties and 15 species 
not previously published. For the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia 
in 1876, he prepared four large volumes of finely selected specimens, all from 
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the state of New Jersey, which included 526 mosses, 161 hepatics and 215 
lichens. This set subsequently came into the possession of the New York 
Botanical Garden as a gift from Ellis A. Apgar. 

Austin's Herbarium contained many specimens from various parts of 
North America, as he had many friends and correspondents who sent him 
material for study and aided him by specimens for comparison ; among the 
most notable of these were Sullivant and Lesquereux, T. P. James, T. C. 
Porter, Francis Wolle, E. A. Rau, H. W. Ravenell, A. P. Garber, Chas. 
Mohr, E. Hall, C. H. Peck, John Macoun and many others too numerous to 
mention. 

The Rocky Mountain regions were least known at that time and with 
the exception of a few mosses from Colorado, collected by Hall and Brandegee 
and from New Mexico and Texas by Charles Wright, were poorly represented. 
The mosses of the Pacific States were just beginning to be studied, and 
those from California collected by Dr. H. N. Bolander and Leo Lesquereux 
made known in 1865 by the distribution of the second set of Sullivant's & 
Lesquereux Musci Boreali-Americanae were well represented in his herbar- 
ium, as well as a few new species from Oregon described by Karl Muller, 
in 1874, and from the Southern States collected by Charles Mohr. 

In 1878 Austin issued a Supplement to his Musci Appalachiani including 
100 specimens, in which we find the range of localities greatly extended to 
include Canada to British Columbia, collected by J. Macoun; New Bruns- 
wick, Dr. J. Fowler; Virginia, Maryland and Florida, J. D. Smith; South 
Carolina, Ravenel; Alabama, Mohr, etc. adding 30 new species and many 
Southern ones in Bruchia, Fissidens, Calymperes, Syrrhopodon, Schlo- 
theimia, Clasmatodon, Crypkaea, Fabronia, Hookeria, Meteorium, Neckera, 
Rhizogonium and Octoblepharum. The influence of S. O. Lindberg, whose 
autograph we find on many specimens sent to him by Austin for naming, 
was beginning to be felt in the priority of names, notably in Swartzia for 
Distichium. 

The New England states were poorly represented in his collections and 
with the exception of a few mosses from the vicinity of Boston, collected by 
Benjamin D. Greene and T. P. James, and a few from Connecticut by J. A. 
Allen and some of his own collections from the White Mountains figure very 
little in his Exsiccatae. 

In 1875 Karl Muller dedicated the genus Austinia to him for a Cuban 
species, A. tenuinervis (Mitt.), a well deserved honor, for he must always 
rank among the pioneer Bryologists of North America. In estimating 
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Austin's work we must not forget it was done before the moss-flora of 
Europe even, was well known, and that since his death in 1880, all the 
important works in common use now have been published, including 
Lesquereux & James' Manual, Braithwaite's British Mosses, Dixon's Hand- 
book, Limpricht's Laubmoose, etc. and that his own library was very small. 
Of mosses 96 species were described by him and 4 were dedicated to him. 

Most of Austin's contributions were published in the Bulletin of the 
Torrey Botanical Club and a few in the earlier numbers of the Botanical 
Gazette. He served in the Herbarium of Columbia College as a private 
assistant, and his collection of mosses were purchased for that institution 
through the interest of Dr. N. L. Britton in 1887. His hepatics unfortun- 
ately, had been previously sold to W. H. Pearson of Manchester, England, 
where they still remain. 

List of Contributions to the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club. 

1870. Rubus strigosus Mchx. 1: 31. 

1872. New Hepaticae. 3: 9-18. 

1874. Sandwich Island Hepaticae. 5: 14-18. 

1874. Some New North American Musci. 5: 21-24. 

1874. On the Calyptra in the Genus Archidium. 5; 30/ 

1875. Hypnum (Rhynchostegium?) scitulum n. sp. 6: 44. 

1875. New Mosses from Colorado. 6 : 45. 

1876. On two New Musci. 6; 73-75. 

1876. Notes and criticisms on Hepaticae Americanae Exsiccatae. 6: 85. 

1876. List of Colorado Musci and Hepaticae, collected by T. S. Brandegee, 

det. by E. A. Rau, C. F. Austin and T. P. James. 6: 89-90. 

1877. New Mosses. 6: 142-145. 
1877. New Hepaticae. 6: 157-158. 

1877. New Musci. 6: 190-191. 

1878. Supplement to the Musci Appalachiani. 6: 234. 

1879. Notes on Hepaticology. 6: 301-306. 
1879. Bryological Notes. 6 ; 341-344. 

Botanical Gazette. 

1876. Some New Musci. 1: 28. 
1876. Notes on Hepaticology. 1: 31. 

1876. Notes on Hepaticology. 1: 35. 

1877. Bryological Notes. 2: 80. 
1877. Bryological Notes. 2:95. 
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1877. Bryological Notes. 2: 109. 

1877. Notes on Erpodium biseriatum (?). 2:142. 

1878. Notes on Hepaticology. 3 : 6. 
1878. Bryological Notes. 8: 29. 

1878. Polytrichum tenue and P. brachyphyllum. 3: 70. 

1879. Some New Musci. 4: 150. 

1879. Some New Musci. 4: 161. New York Botanical Garden. 



DR. ROLL'S PROPOSALS FOR THE NOMENCLATURE OF 
SPHAGNUM. 

A LeRoy Andrews. 

A circular of twelve type-written pages distributed by the Secretary of 
the International Botanical Congress bears the title: "Antrage betr. Aender- 
ungen und Zusatze zu den internationalen Regeln von Wien in Bezug auf 
die Nomenclatur der Sphagna. Von Dr. Roll in Darmstadt." The last 
two pages in French contain a brief resume of the essential points. The 
circular is in substance a request that Roll's style of nomenclature be given, 
through the sanction of the International Botanical Congress meeting next 
summer at Brussels, the preference over the more current one of Warnstorf. 
The suggestions are formulated in proposed supplements or amendments to 
Articles 12, 37, 41, 43, 48 and 50 of the international botanical rules adopted 
at Vienna in 1905, these amendments to apply only to Sphagnum. They 
embrace the following points: 

1. The species of Sphagnum are in their nature series of forms, and, 
this being the case, it is impossible to set up a. forma typica. Species thus 
based upon a single form or a herbarium-specimen are of little value, and in 
cases of doubt the name of the author who has given the diagnosis of a series 
of forms should be given the preference over that of one who described a 
species from a single form. 

2. The description or diagnosis of a species, /'. e. of a series of forms, 
should be short and contain only the characteristic diagnostic characters; it 
should not repeat the characters of the genus, nor yet those of the varieties 
and forms. 

3. The extension or completion of a description or diagnosis already 
existant does not justify one in changing the name of the species concerned 
or that of its author. 

4. When within a genus a group is changed in rank or moved into 



